
tion. They firmly believe that de-

mocracy, philanthropy, and com-

munity will crumble without prop-

er information. Additionally, they 

want the government to protect 

free speech because it allegedly 

allows for the fortification of civil 

rights. They believe that all men 

are Constitutionally entitled to 

free speech because of the First 

Amendment.  

In light of all these beliefs, these 

advocates have been outspoken 

about how social media censor-

ship is an impedance. They assert 

that free speech cannot be 

properly exercised if the govern-

ment ultimately controls the infor-

mation that is released. To them, 

this behavior allows the govern-

ment to take away the rights they 

were formed to protect. 

Recent studies have shown the 

cruciality of the free speech to 

society in terms of individual edu-

cation, public edification, and civil 

rights fortification, causing advo-

cates to call on the government 

for stronger defense of the First 

Amendment.  

Advocates believe that the gov-

ernment should guarantee its peo-

ple access to complete truth for 

individual education. Individual 

education necessitates truth be-

cause knowledge affects people’s 

thoughts and behavior, and learn-

ing truth allows them to become 

better for themselves and for their 

community.  

Chinese artist and activist Ai Wei-

wei reinforced this by saying, 

“When you have strict censorship 

of the internet, young students 

cannot receive a full education. 

Their view of the world is imbal-

anced. There can be no true dis-

cussion of the issues.” 

Moreover, they argue that the 

government must allow people to 

access the truth for public edifica-

Advocates Demand the Government’s Defense of the First Amendment 

Free Speech Abuses on Twitter 

A young blonde woman sits in a New York airport, waiting to board her 

flight to Cape Town. While mindlessly scrolling through her phone with 

all the other anxious travelers, this PR consultant decides to send out an 

amusing Tweet for her 170 followers. “Going to Africa,” she writes. 

“Hope I don’t get AIDS. Just kidding. I’m white!” As soon as shefinishes 

her attempt at witty commentary on white privilege, Justine Sacco finally 

boards her plane. During the 11-hour flight, her tweet infuriated tens of 

thousands of people.  

Recently, people have been losing their faith in Twitter because they are 

beginning to recognize how destructive 120 characters can be.  
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Since its inception in 2006, Twitter has greatly affected political and social change in American culture. 

People have freedom to spread and collect uncensored information at will, and this has changed the face 

of communication. 

When Sacco sent out her now-infamous tweet, users responded by calling her ignorant and racist, and 

they made #HasJustineLandedYet a worldwide trending topic. She lost her job and her reputation, and this 

public shaming traumatized her.  

In a recent poll, nearly two-thirds of users surveyed asserted that Twitter seems to do more harm than 

good. Telegraph News reported on a recent study that found public trust in Twitter had fallen to a new 

low.  

According to the Edelman trust barometer, of 33,000 surveyed people, 63% of users believe that compa-

nies like Twitter “lack transparency.” 62% believe that Twitter is selling people’s data without their 

knowledge, and 34% do not think that social media in general is a force for good. 

Indeed, people seem to be subconsciously aware of Twitter’s affects on the socioeconomic landscape. 

Twitter has intense implications on politics, society, and culture. With Sacco, it nearly ruined her life.  

First Amendment Attorneys 

society. The “free-speech elite” 

is made up of citizens who hold 

prominent financial, political, and 

academic careers.  

Still, this allowance does not 

guarantee safety for the elite 

members of society who try to 

utilize this privilege. Dr. David 

Bamman writes that China prac-

tices complete censorship, aim-

ing to prevent “all access” to 

social media resources, and their 

domestic social media sites are 

programmed to delete posts 

with sensitive language.   

That said, the Chinese authori-

ties allow citizens to post their 

criticisms on a government-

monitored forum. By law, these 

forums must be licensed, the 

posts must be constantly moni-

tored, and inappropriate posts 

must be taken down. 

Ultimately, the Chinese laws 

allow for punishment whenever 

the government disapproves of a 

message. While the elite are 

Citizens of Hong Kong scramble 

through the streets. Hordes of 

people are frantically shielding 

themselves from tear gas and 

pepper spray behind umbrellas 

as they cry out for democracy. 

They crowd together behind 

thousands of umbrellas, an image 

that branded this incident as the 

“Umbrella Revolution.” The 

police are merciless and militant, 

standing above the protestors 

with statuesque intimidation. 

When riots broke out in Hong 

Kong in 2016, people in China 

had no idea.  

Chinese media suffers from to-

talitarian censorship, meaning 

citizens would not see articles 

referring to this act of civil diso-

bedience because in China, free-

dom of expression is viewed as a 

privilege, not a right.  

The Congressional-Executive 

Commission on China explains 

that this privilege is only extend-

ed to elite members of Chinese 

allowed a limited amount of 

liberty, the common Chinese 

people do not have free speech.  

Chinese officials never allow 

citizens to access public forums 

free of government censorship. 

Consequently, their citizens have 

no platform where they can 

openly express their opinions. 

The government-monitored 

forums give their citizens a sense 

of false liberty, but they prevent 

the truth from being shared in 

full. 

Remember the Umbrella Revolu-

tion in Hong Kong. China, who 

has ruled Hong Kong since 1997 

as “one country, two systems,” 

kept their citizens in the dark. 

People living in the same 

“country” had no idea their 

neighbors were even in danger. 

Free Speech Reserved for the Elite in China 
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